
Hebrew Quest- Lesson 1 
Introduction: It is my greatest desire that we all begin to have a better understanding of the 
Hebrew scriptures and a more precise understanding of the Hebrew prayers that we have 
come to love but for that to happen we must take a journey of discovery. It could be said 
that the Hebrew Scriptures are likened to a great treasure map and that in the depths of 
Hebrew there is hidden beauty like that of a most precious treasure that has at it goal the 
hope of discovering Gold and precious gems. With this attitude firmly established in our 
minds we will come enjoy this journey and not fail to complete it or loose interest. 
Therefore, follow me on this journey of wonderful discovery.  
 
The Journey Begins:   
Right from the start we need to establish some basic truths that will help us to begin to 
unravel the blessing that Hebrew is and what should make us even more enthused is to 
know that it was in fact the language of our beloved Master and Messiah Yeshua/Yahshua, 
of all the Disciples and the Ancient Prophets through whom Yahweh spoke to the world. 
Therefore, we now need to establish some very fundamental understanding.  
    
Points that Distinguish Hebrew:  
 
1. Hebrew uses different script. 

2. Hebrew is read from right to left. 
 

3. Hebrew is read from the supposed back of the book. 
 

4. Sentence order is different. In English we have Subject, verb & direct object order: 
 
 e.g. Izzy (Subject) ate (verb) the pickled herring (Object).  

In Hebrew the verb comes 1
st

 followed by the subject and then the direct object. 
 
 i.e. “Ate Izzy the pickled herring”. 
 

5. Hebrew also differs on its means of communication. It relies heavily on context, facial 
expression, on tone of voice & physical action.  
 

6. Hebrew is constructed of a three letter Consonantal root word: 

 

e.g. the word in Hebrew written as כתב  KaTaV which could be thought of as similar to 

substituted “write” with WRT. We could then have e.g. the verb- to write, the noun- writ, & 

the adjective- written. 

 

“Knowing roots gives you up to 50% of the vocabulary of the Bible.” 

 

7. Unlike English, Hebrew words have masculine & feminine genders like French & Spanish.  

 



8. Hebrew words have letters on the front or back i.e. prefixes & suffixes which add meaning 

much like in English we have “go” and add  “ have gone” or “shall go” but rather the 

additions are in the form of Prefixes or Suffixes. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Use Of Vowel Points: 

To greatly enhance the ability of reading the Hebrew, Vowel points were added which in 

Hebrew are called Nikkadot. This was vital since Hebrew is written without the vowels added 

which may seem odd, but you will see later that it makes perfect sense since pronunciation 

changes but the basic word, therefore the Consonants do not. So, the history of the Vowel 

points is this. 

There were Masoretes who were groups of Jewish scribe-scholars who worked between the 

7th and 11th centuries CE and the introduction of vowel points is attributed to them. These 

are very helpful in the reading of Hebrew Script and were the way they codified Hebrew so 

the pronunciation would not be lost since it is extremely difficult for people to know exactly 

how Mosheh (Moses) would have spoken Hebrew: 

   

Vowel Point (Nikkadot) Chart                                          Simplified Chart:             

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 .a” as in Father“  ֲַָאֲאֲ  אֲ 

 .e” as in met“    ֵאֲֶאֲאֲ 

 ’O” as in alone“   ֹאֲנֲֹ ֹו

 .i" as in big"       א ֲ

 .OO” as in moon“     ּוֲאֲ 

ֲאֲ   vertical dots end the   ְאֲא 

syllable. 

 Shin and Shin    ֹשֲׁש



 

 

 

 

 

The Aleph-Bet read from right to left: 

 

Examples of Reading the Hebrew 

ָרֵאל ָיהֵוה ֱאֹלֵהינּו ָיהֵוה ַמע ִיש ְׁ ֶאָחד:  שְׁ  

     E-Chad     Yahweh   Elo-hey-nu    Yah-weh     Yis-rael         Sh-ma 
 

Special Note: 

ש   ׁש   The right side dot is “Sh” as in Shoe  and the “s” as in sorry for the left dot. 

 

Other Notes to remember: 
1. The letter Aleph & Aiyin have no sound but the vowel determines their sound. 
2. There are also a number of letters that change in appearance when they appear at 

the end of a word.  



The Letter Kaph  כ appears at the end of a word as ך called Kaph Sofit. 
The Letter Nun   נ appears as this  ן called Nun Sofit.  
The letter Mem מ appears as this ם and is called Mem Sofit. 
The Letter Pey פ appears as this ף and is called Pey Sofit. 
The Letter Tzade צ appears as ץ and is called Tzade Sofit 
 

 

 ּב

 ב

 ּפ

 פ

 
 

 

 

“Beyth” being a short sound as in “bit”. 
 

“Veyth” on the other hand is a longer sound as in “vick”. 
 

“Pey” is also a short sound like in “pick.” 
 

“Phey” as in “Photo.” 
 

Note: The general rule is that a dot inside the letter denotes a short sound and no dot 

a longer sound. 



 

 

 



The Beauty of Hebrew 

The great stories of the Tanakh (the Old Testament) is a great legacy that has influenced the 
faith of the Hebrews, Christians & Muslims. However, Hebrew as is written in the Tanakh 
(the Old Testament) can be read easily, however, if you would try to read English of the 

1500’s it would be extremely difficult. In fact, a Hebrew school child could pick up the Dead 
Sea Scrolls written 2000 years ago and easily read it. Surely that in itself is a testament to the 

Divine finger on the Hebrew language.  
 

There are also two main pronunciations of Hebrew: 1. Ashkenazi & 2. Sephardi.  The 

Ashkenazi was used by eastern Yahudi (Jews) & named after the Hebrew name for Germany.  

The Sephardi pronunciation was used in Spain, North Africa & the Middle East & named 

after the Hebrew term for Spain. Sephardi Hebrew is closer to the original, is more accurate 

& it is most commonly used by Jewish people today.  

Though Hebrew was used by common people Hebrew began to be fully revived as a modern 

language in the 1800s primarily by a man named Eliazar Ben Yahudah.   

 


